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What is Foundation Learning?

• It is the name given for the range of provision and learning at 
entry level and level 1 for all learners (14-19 year olds and 
adults)

• All Foundation Learning will be available through the QCF

• Previously known as Foundation Learning Tier

• Foundation Learning will replace:
 E2E
 Foundation Learning in Further Education
 First Steps Learning
 provision for LLDD learners
 Pre-entry provision
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Foundation Learning programmes

Characteristics of 
effective delivery
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and Guidance

Diagnostic and 
Summative Initial 

Assessment supported 
by continual ongoing 

reviews
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learning  (8-40 
credits)

Functional 
Skills (15 
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PSD (3-21 
credits)
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Key features of Foundation Learning

•Delivered through personalised learning programmes
based on learner need and aspirations

•Focused on helping learners progress from their starting 
point to an individual, meaningful, realistic destination

•A balance of vocational/subject-based learning, personal 
and social development and functional skills

•Including a wider ‘wrap-around’ of initial engagement and 
assessment – IAG and on-going learner support

•Achievements captured through QCF qualifications
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